
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CASI Sustainability Forum 
 

Building Capacity for A Transition Finance Ecosystem in Asia 
 

Friday, 12 September 2025 | Hong Kong, China 
 

As Asia continues its rapid economic growth, the region faces the challenge of sustaining 
development while addressing the escalating impacts of climate change. Transition 
finance has become a crucial mechanism to guide the low carbon transition of the 
economy and the society. However, realizing its full potential requires collaborative 
eCorts to enhance capacity across the whole ecosystem, including policy makers, 
regulators, financial institutions, and other stakeholders, to foster meaningful and 
sustainable transformation. 
 
To support these eCorts, the Capacity-building Alliance of Sustainable Investment (CASI) 
will convene a one-day forum during Hong Kong’s Green Week. This forum provides an 
important platform for advancing capacity-building on sustainable and transition finance 
across Asia. Building on last year’s success, CASI will convene regional and international 
experts to address the urgent need for knowledge-sharing, skills development, and 
institutional strengthening. 
 
Co-hosted by CASI, the Hong Kong Monetary Authority Infrastructure Financing 
Facilitation OCice (HKMA-IFFO), the HKU Jockey Club Enterprise Sustainability Global 
Research Institute (HKUJC ESGRI), and the CFA Institute, the forum will also be supported 
by a range of key organizations. This forum will feature keynote speeches, panel 
discussions, and interactive sessions on topics such as transition planning, disclosure, 
and financial product innovation. 
 
This event will oCer critical insights into emerging trends, strategies, and financial tools 
for Asia’s low-carbon transition, including in some of the hard-to-abate sectors like fossil 
fuels, steel, cement, shipping, and agriculture, demonstrating Hong Kong’s leadership as 
a green finance hub. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 
Draft Agenda 

 

09:00 – 09:30 Registration and Welcome  

09:30 – 09:45 Welcome Remarks 
• Dr. Ma Jun, Chairman of CASI  
• Prof. He Guojun,  Director of  HKU Jockey Club Enterprise 

Sustainability Global Research Institute  

09:45 – 10:05 Keynote Speeches 
• Arthur Yuen, Deputy Chief Executive, Hong Kong Monetary 

Authority  
• Paul Moody, Managing Director, Global Partnerships & Client 

Solutions, CFA Institute  (Online)  

10:05 – 10:30  CASI Academy: Launch of Online Learning Modules 
• Cheng Lin, Head of Secretariat, CASI  
• Chaoni Huang, Executive Vice Presidents, HKGFA  

10:30 – 10:50 Group Photo 

10:50 – 12:00 Session 1: Transition Plans for Carbon-Intensive Enterprises and 
Financial Institutions 

Under the urgent call for climate change actions and carbon neutrality, carbon-
intensive industries are facing more and more strict regulatory requirements, 
rising investor expectation, and increasing exposure to transitional risks. 
Companies in these sectors are encouraged to develop transparent and credible 
transition plans that shall outline e>orts and e>orts to mitigate climate change 
risks, and to integrate it into the long-term business strategies. Financial firms on 
the other hand are also facing similar pressure to develop their portfolio level 
transition plans. However, the current gaps in transition finance and capacity, 
especially among the SMEs, highlight the need for collaboration and support 
from all stakeholders, including regulators, FIs, corporates, and civil society. 
 
This session will go through the key challenges in designing and implementing 
transition plans for carbon-intensive industries and financial firms particularly 
within the Asian context. A moderated panel with professionals and practitioner 
in the fields will o>er practical insights.  
 
Moderator:  

• Cheng Lin, Head of Secretariat, CASI  
Panelists: 

• David von Eiff,  Director, Global Industry Standards, CFA Institute  



 
 
 
 
 

• Tim Ash Vie,  Global Head of Sustainability Strategy, HSBC  
• Kate Ryan, Strategic Partnerships Manager, ITPN  
• Sean Kidney, CEO and Co-founder, Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI)  
• Bien Wong,  Assistant General Manager of Group ESG, the Hong 

Kong and China Gas Company Limited 

12:00 – 12:10 Special Report: Social considerations and risks in a just transition 
• David  Palmer, Professor, IHSS and Department of Sociology, The 

University of Hong Kong 

12:10 – 14:00 Lunch Break 

14:00 – 15:00 Session 2: Innovations in Transition Finance Products 

Against the backdrop of climate transition, innovative financial instruments are 
essential for financial institutions to better support the decarbonization of their 
clients and for corporates to attract investment and to fill in the large financing 
gap for the low-carbon transition. Products like sustainability-linked loans (SLLs) 
and bonds (SLBs) have experienced significant growth in recent years and 
labeled transition bonds have also seen steady growth, especially for sovereign 
issuances. However, current market growth is still not comparable with the green 
and sustainable finance markets. Smaller firms, especially MSMEs, are not able 
to develop and implement a full-fledged transition plan for up to 30 or 40 years. 
A simplified approach and backward-looking transition finance product might be 
better used to support these firms’ transition needs.  
 
To further explore innovations in transition finance instruments, a panel with 
experts and practitioners will focus on the main challenges of current transition 
products with a specific industrial or regional context. The discussion will also 
address how to harmonize the international standards and channels to facilitate 
the interconnection between markets and between key stakeholders. 
 
Moderator:  

• Tracy Wong Harris, Executive Vice President, Hong Kong Green 
Finance Association 

Panelists:  
• Kyle Wang,  ESG Research Analyst, Neuberger Berman  
• Jennifer Zhou, Head of Sustainable Finance China, Standard 

Chartered Bank 
• Dr. Roman Novozhilov, Head of ESG Division, NDB  
• Henri de Branche, Head of APAC Sustainable Solutions, J.P. 

Morgan  

15:00 – 15:20 Coffee Break 



 
 
 
 
 

 

15:20 – 16:20 Session 3: Disclosures on Transition Finance and other Sustainability 
Topics 

Robust disclosure and transparency are among the most fundamental pillars for 
the sustainable finance market, which is even more so for transition finance. In 
2022, the G20 published Transition Finance Framework, which consists of 22 
principles across 5 pillars. Pillar 2 emphasizes on the transparent disclosure of 
information on transition activities, including transition plans, climate data, 
governance structures, performance targets, assessment methodologies. 
Regional regulators have also made to improve the quality and accountability of 
transition-related disclosure through various guidelines, plans, and initiatives.  
 
This session will provide an overview of transition disclosure requirements and 
implementation, and discuss how the key stakeholders, like regulators, financial 
institutions, and enterprises, can better navigate the regulatory requirements to 
e>iciently support the low-carbon transition. Key issues like the integration with 
existing disclosure framework, data availability, standard harmonization, and 
enforcement mechanisms will be further discussed in the panel.  
 
Moderator:  

• Yvonne Kam, Sustainability Technical Partner, PwC  
Panelists: 

• Zhao Lijian, Co-Secretary General of China Climate Engagement 
Initiative (CCEI), IFS  

• Kamran Khan, Managing Director and Head of Sustainable 
Finance for Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa, Deutsche Bank 
Group  

• Tengku Zarina Tengku Chik, Chief Executive Officer,  Securities 
Industry Development Corporation (SIDC) 

• Leng Bing, Board Member of ISSB  

16:20 – 17:00 Breakout Discussion 

17:00 – 17:20 Certificate Awarding & Networking 

17:20 – 17:30 Concluding Remarks 


